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abstract
Research Paradigm Considerations for Emerging Scholars (2021), edited by 
Anja Pabel, Josephine Pryce, and Allison Anderson, published by Channel View 
Publication (DOI: 10.21832/9781845418281), is notable among methodological 
publications for its scientific openness and permission to experimentation in the 
research process. The book’s target audience is postgraduate HDRs, emerging 
scholars and higher-degree supervisors, lecturers in methodology seeking to 
enhance their reflexivity. According to the authors, it is the reflexive approach 
that differentiates this book from other methodological books, especially those 
intended for researchers who are in the process of development regardless of 
their academic status. Among Polish methodological books there is no publica-
tion which as clearly as the book Research Paradigm Considerations… encour-
ages the development of cognitive research curiosity by applying and develop-
ing already known paradigms but also by modifying them depending on the 
socio-cultural context of the research. I recommend this book to anyone who is 
looking for practical applications of paradigms, but the subject of their research 
cannot be clearly categorized.
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The book Research Paradigm Considerations for Emerging Scholars, edited by 
Anja Pabel, Josephine Pryce, and Allison Anderson, published by Channel View 
Publications in Bristol and Blue Ridge Summit, is notable among methodological 
publications for its scientific openness and permission to experimentation along-
side the research process. It is not to encourage methodological freedom, but on 
the contrary, it is about encouraging attentiveness, precision in constructing the 
aims and object of research, and the ability to choose or construct an adequate 
paradigm. As the authors stress, according to Robson, reflexivity is about becom-
ing aware “of the ways in which the researcher as an individual with a particular 
social identity and background has an impact on the research process” (p. 4). 

The book’s target audience is postgraduate HDRs, emerging scholars and 
higher-degree supervisors, lecturers in methodology seeking to enhance their 
reflexivity. According to the authors, it is the reflexive approach that differen-
tiates this book from other methodological books, especially those intended for 
researchers who are in the process of development regardless of their academic 
status (p. 4). 

In the Introduction, “Embarking on the Paradigm Journey” (pp. 1–11), the 
authors stipulate the aim of this publication is first and foremost to make it a valu-
able source of knowledge and reflection for all higher-degree researchers (HDR) 
who with their research inquisitiveness constantly explore the paradigm landscape 
and seek to point the best paradigm that aligns with a research and themselves as 
the researchers on their inquiry journey. 

The inspiration for first setting up the working group and then publishing 
a book in which the researchers share their very different experiences of applying 
or constructing research paradigms came from repeated discussions within the 
interdisciplinary research group, when all of the members stressed that “[t]he lit-
erature on paradigms can be contentious, and contain contradictory and emerging 
ideologies, making the journey towards understanding the philosophical underpin-
nings of these domains difficult and confusing” (p. 1). The book is also a history of 
the working group (HDR), whose members developed their methodological skills 
by critically analyzing examples of their own research and applied paradigms. On 
the one hand, the in-depth discussions of the HDR group allowed for the discovery 
of “gaps” in the members’ own knowledge, and on the other hand, they allowed for 
filling these gaps with paradigm-discussive knowledge, developed jointly “in” and 
“through” the discussions. Thus was born the idea and need to show “paradigms in 
action”, to share knowledge and experience, but also to show the methodological 
struggles of researchers, and finally to look at their new proposals for paradig-
matic solutions. Moreover, the authors emphasize one of the recurring experiences 
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that often a researcher who experiences methodological dilemmas is left alone, 
does not receive support from the team in which he works. We, the researchers, 
may find ourselves in a collective where there is no professional support we need. 
These open meetings of HDR members revealed all the concerns of the partici-
pants despite their rich methodological and philosophical knowledge and showed 
their continuing feeling of being incompetent to the supervisors. The turning point 
in the discussion group, which had already been meeting and providing substan-
tive support to each other for three years, was the analysis and discussion of the 
compilation by Guba and Lincoln (1994, 2005).

Phillip L. Pearce described the network of existing paradigms as a para-
digmatic maze (p. 5). And this wealth of paradigms is shown by the authors of 
Research Paradigms… 

Indeed, reading through the chapters, one has the impression of entering a ver-
itable labyrinth in which each author presents a specific philosophical approach 
and methodology. And in each of the research reports (chapters), four principles 
of Paradigms are frequently distinguished: ontology, epistemology, axiology, and 
methodology.

Among the methodological approaches concerning the problems of research 
conducted in the field of tourism and the broadly understood city, the reader will 
find a wide range of methodological solutions of paradigms such as, among others, 
paradigm journey, logical positivism, design research paradigm, post-positivism, 
knowledge co-production, constructivism paradigm and phenomenological quali-
tative research design, interpretive social science paradigm, autoethnographic 
chronicle on the ethnographic exploration, neo-tribalism, critical theory approach, 
variety of feminism, pragmatic/pragmatism paradigm in competitiveness studies, 
critical realism-post-positivism, reflective practice on paradigms.

Concluding their “guide” to the book, the authors of the Introduction synthe-
size sources and at the same time point out to recurring questions such as: how to 
choose an appropriate paradigm (p. 6), what not to forget when designing research 
(pp. 6–8) and finally, how to end the war waged in many publications in favor of 
valuing either positivist quantitative thinking or interpretivist qualitative thinking 
(pp. 8–9). The proposed solution according to the authors is: “Rather than focusing 
on ontological and methodological purism, as HDR scholar, you need to be able to 
appreciate the advantages and disadvantages of both orientations” (p. 9). Follow-
ing this solution, the authors justify the need to engage in research projects that are 
collaborative and inclusive of multi-paradigmatic approaches. They justify their 
position by the need to be flexible in thinking about the specifics of the stud-
ied cases, which does not exclude precision in formulating research objectives. 
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Among many arguments, they point to the fact that nowadays research is more 
often conducted collaboratively rather than individually, which requires a much 
deeper process of thinking, negotiating meanings, setting goals and research 
objects. They are interdisciplinary and the dynamics of social processes requires 
the involvement of researchers with different academic status and knowledge from 
different fields. New knowledge is then generated already in the course of mutual 
interactions and arrangements. Thus, courses in research methodology, on the one 
hand, build up a deeper awareness among researchers and, on the other hand, 
inspire them to reach out to a variety of research philosophies that are gaining 
in importance. All these transformations towards multiparadigmatic research are 
supposed to serve better understanding of the ways of human thinking and their 
actions in the social world (p. 9). 

It is interesting to note the authors’ interpretation of the book’s cover, which 
shows a mature dandelion whose seeds are floating when moved by the force of 
the wind. However, according to the authors, “[t]he dandelion image on the front 
cover […] captures the esoteric nature of the journey of exploring paradigms and 
the associated philosophical undertakings” (p. 10). And the authors go on to write 
that although each seed’s journey seems abstract, fuzzy, irrelevant, it is able to 
survive the vicissitudes of fate and finds ground to bear fruit.

Noteworthy is the very clear structure of the book, which enables analyses 
and comparisons between freely chosen chapters (case studies), their epistemolog-
ical, ontological and axiological foundations. Each of the fifteen chapters contains 
the following parts: description of the paradigm, principles of its application, the 
author’s reflections on its application in a particular study (p. 4).

The authors include researchers from many disciplines, representing research 
centers from around the world. Antje R.H. Graul, from Utah State University, 
in “Logical Positivism in Consumer Behavior Research”, Chapter 2, shows the 
advantages and limitations of experimental research. “[D]espite a high level of 
control, distinct variables unknown to the researcher, such as health-related issues 
and personal biases, may not be controllable” and may affect the results in a par-
ticular way. The author recommends a combination of approaches but she under-
lines that a quasi-experimental design to examine some causal hypotheses is most 
suitable in most consumer behavior decision-making research (p. 23). Leonie Cas-
sidy, from James Cook University, Australia, in “The Design Science Research 
Paradigm: An Instantiation of Website Benchmarking”, Chapter 3, describes the 
design science research (DSR) paradigm that frequently is applied in information 
systems (IS), especially in realms of engineering and the sciences of artificial. The 
author introduces how it happened that she had applied it to develop a new website 
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benchmarking approach and how she used it in the process of creating her thesis. 
She concludes with some advice to be useful to the readers (pp. 33–36). 

Among the published texts, those that describe research in the area of tour-
ism stand out. Among them an example of the application of the quasi-experi-
ment in tourism research, is the paper by Anja Pabel, CQUniversity in Cairns, 
Australia, “An Application of Quasi-Experiments to Study Humour in Tourism 
Settings Guided by Post-Positivism” (Chapter 4). As the author points out, the 
biggest research dilemmas are related to the oscillation between the creation of 
experimental conditions and their application or verification in the real world. 
But certainly evidence-based research in tourism is designed to provide defini-
tive new knowledge (pp. 46–48). Continuing the analysis of research in the area 
of tourism in connection with business, the team consisting of Tramy Ngo and 
Gui Lohmann from Griffith University and Rob Hales from Griffith Business 
School (Australia) focus the reader’s attention on collaboration in knowledge pro-
duction and development through the application of Participatory Action Research 
(Chapter 5) and combine both tourism and business. Community-based tourism 
enterprises (CBTEs) are micro-scaled, rural and remotely located businesses 
where the local community is the owner, the manager, and the primary benefici-
ary. Unfortunately, as the researchers write, not all locally launched initiatives are 
successful. According to the researchers, the guarantee of business success for 
these small communities is to design activities in such a way that future benefits 
are seen in the long term. However, this approach requires the involvement of mul-
tiple stakeholders with different perspectives, collaborative forms of knowledge 
generation are proposed. The proposed research paradigm is constructivism. In 
conclusion the researchers confirm that the constructivism paradigm indicates the 
value based knowledge and social learning outcomes can be generated through the 
involvement of the team of research stakeholders. 

Phenomenological qualitative research in the constructivist paradigm is pro-
posed by Justyna Pilarska, University of Wrocław, Poland (Chapter 6). As the 
author justifies, the choice of both paradigm and research strategy was dictated by 
a deep analysis of the psycho-social and historical-cultural context of the research. 
As the author points out, her decision to choose the research strategy approach 
stemmed from a deeply humanistic sensibility, respect and search for ways to 
understand the research participants as well as their cultural, social and psychologi-
cal experiences and backgrounds. The reader is introduced to an in-depth analysis 
of the epistemological and ontological foundations of the constructivist paradigm, 
and is reminded of the theoretical principles of its application. The author empha-
sizes not only the ways of generating scientific knowledge through the application 
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of the constructivist paradigm, but very strongly emphasizes the knowledge-cre-
ating role of the researcher when “activity of the ‘learning’ researcher leads to 
constructing and reconstructing research reality” (p. 80). Researchers become 
active, subjective and emotionally involved in the research process. The author 
recommends this specific approach to researchers with specific characteristics, 
sensitivities, and competencies. Yohei Okamoto, from Murdoch University in 
Perth, Australia, tells the story of his research development and the research area 
described relates to several themes previously covered. He frames his research 
in “Applying the Interpretive Social Science Paradigm to Research on Tourism, 
Education and Training” (Chapter 7), through which the author introduces the 
application of the interpretive paradigm to the fields of tourism, education and 
training. In conclusion the author underlines how much the three philosophical 
lenses (ontological, epistemological, and ideological) have a profound impact on 
any researchers’ choice of a research paradigm and methodology (p. 93). 

Josephine Pryce, from James Cook University, Australia, in Chapter 8, “An 
Autoethnographic Chronicle on the Ethnographic Exploration of the Nature of Hotel 
Work and Hospitality in Far North Queensland”, presents an interpretative approach 
by applying autoethnographic research and analyzes how the use of triangulation 
of methods allows for validation of the method of ethnography and the techniques 
used in it. The author also encourages all researchers to have open and courageous 
methodological discussions, which in the end may become helpful in the adequate 
selection of paradigms that can lead to the development of methodology. 

Another research report that considers the ethnographic method is the paper 
by Oscar Vorobjovas-Pinta, an expert on LGBTQI (Chapter 9). His paper “Neo-
Tribalism through an Ethnographic Lens: A Critical Theory Approach” is also 
one of the research reports in which a specific approach to tourism is studied. 
The author applies the critical paradigm, then introduces neo-tribal theory as 
one example of the postmodern paradigm and its application in the field of gay 
tourism. Author hopes that the reader will look at neo-tribal theory as a practical 
tool for making observations and understanding how people construct collective 
meanings in a world of dynamic change (p. 126). 

In Chapter 10, Linda Colley from CQUniversity Brisbane and Sue William-
son from University of South Wales, Canberra, examine feminist studies. Their 
message to the reader is primarily to convince the reader that feminist research 
is characterized by the need for a high level of research sensitivity. The schol-
ars share several key principles that they recommend as clues for use. The next 
three chapters analyze tourism research, but their authors use different research 
approaches.
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Chapter 11 by Ambrozio Queiroz Neto from Centro Federal de Educaçăo 
Tecnológica Celso Suckow da Fonseca from Brasil, Gui Lohmann from Griffith 
University, Australia, Noel Scott, University of Sunshine Coast, Qeensland Aus-
tralia, and Kay Dimmock from Southern Cross University propose “The Prag-
matic Paradigm in Destination Competitiveness Studies: The Case of the SCUBA 
Diving Tourism Niche” (p. 142). In Chapter 12, Allison Anderson, who belongs 
to a range of research institutions, among them Victoria University of Welling-
ton, New Zealand and University of Tasmania, presents a multidisciplinary study 
applying “Pragmatism in the Context of Urban Design and Tourism”. She discusses 
several complexities of using pragmatic research in multidisciplinary study. The 
author describes and characterizes the changing focus of disciplinary research 
beginning with pure discipline, cross discipline, multi discipline, inter discipline, 
and post discipline. She convinces how pragmatic research is well suited to projects 
that are seeking to improve messy, complex and real world problems. 

And finally, Jenny H. Panchal from James Cook University, Australia 
(Chapter 13), presents the paper “In Search of an Intermediate Paradigmatic 
Ground: Critical Realism-Post-Positivism in Understanding Tourists’ Motivation 
and Experiences in Asian Spas”. One of the authors’ messages to the reader is her 
personal knowledge that “knowing the paradigms per se is not enough; knowing 
one’s paradigmatic identity in research should be one of the priorities” (p. 184).

The book concludes with two chapters that summarize the content of the earlier 
approaches and point out the need to think reflectively and not to succumb to either 
scientific fads or pressure from other researchers. Philip L. Pearce from James Cook 
University, Australia (Chapter 14), draws “Paradigms: A Supervisor’s Perspective 
and Advice”, which is “keep calm and relax about paradigms”, but have respect for 
all other methodological approaches and have the courage to undertake research 
outside your familiar paradigm. It is also not good to wage a paradigm war because 
it disrupts the stated research goals. The last, 15th Chapter, by Josephine Pryce from 
James Cook University, Australia, clearly directs the attention of researchers “Into 
the Future: Moving Forward with a Reflective Practice on Paradigms”. The author 
hopes that such a publication can enhance the researchers’ understanding of con-
ceptualization, characteristic and mechanism of working with different worldviews 
in any research projects. For the future, there is a need for scholars to continue to 
engage in lively and challenging discussions on the esoteric aspects of paradigms, 
within which are embedded the paradoxes and dilemmas of Life, The Universe and 
Everything, citing Douglas Adams (1982) (p. 210). 

Among Polish methodological books there is no publication which as clearly 
as the book Research Paradigm Consideration… encourages to develop cogni-
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tive research curiosity by applying and developing already known paradigms but 
also by modifying them depending on the socio-cultural context of the research. 
The foundations are always ontology, epistemology, and methodology, but the 
researcher’s own sensitivity cannot be overestimated here. I recommend this book 
to anyone who is looking for practical applications of paradigms, but the subject of 
their research cannot be clearly categorized. 

As a researcher of educational spaces, I also encourage you to learn about 
research projects outside the field of education. As in the case of the presented 
book, the leitmotif was widely understood tourism, but there were also projects 
from the field of urban anthropology, education, or business. It is the multiple 
perspectives and interdisciplinarity that allow for professional substantive and 
methodological development of each researcher.
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